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Saints!

By the time you read this newsletter... it may all be over. What a wonderfully dramatic sentence to
write! I can see where apocalyptic preachers get their buzz. No, the “it” I'm referring to is the 223rd General
Assembly (2018) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) which began on Saturday, June 13th, and ran (runs)
through June 23rd. The General Assembly meets biennially in even-numbered years and consists of
commissioners elected by each of its 173 presbyteries. This year the event was held in St. Louis. The
assembly acts on hundreds of items of business which it receives through the reports and recommendations
of various assembly entities and through overtures from synods and presbyteries. Some years the General
Assembly can be quite dramatic depending on the business put before them. From what I see going in... this

year has the potential for some drama.

If you have been keeping up with the news I've been reposting to our Facebook page, one of the
discussions that will be happening at General Assembly this year centers around our denomination’s
national organizational structure. I am embarrassed to say that I can’t briefly explain to you the issues
surrounding our organizational structure because as much as I read those articles and try to understand... I
still don’t. And, for me, that is the problem. Not just my own ignorance, but how that ignorance has been
caused in a large part by the national organizational structure having little relevance to the day to day
ministry and mission of the local congregation. Or at least, that has been my experience. Also at work is my
practical nature that believes the denomination should be an inverted pyramid where everything should be
working to the support of the local congregation. I hope this General Assembly will have some serious and
deep discussions about the culture that exists at our national headquarters and the purpose and underlying

assumptions of our current structure.
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Our denomination as an organization is in flux. Habits and expectations are experiencing a certain level
of financial starvation. Eventually organizations in flux will enter into a practical cost and benefit analysis and
that’s when things start to get real. We can’t afford to do business the same way as it has always been done. But
it’s even more than that. Our denominational structure... our system... was constructed at a time very different
from today. Many supporting assumptions in our culture no longer exist. Adapting to new cultural norms is
very difficult for organizations like ours. Still, systems die hard and there are no easy answers. People put lots
of effort into propping up and maintaining personal fiefdoms. The larger question will be if we can somehow
overcome the resistance and do what is necessary and reinvent systems that reflect the reality of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) in 2018 and beyond. This attempt is happening on the national level... and it is
happening on the local presbytery level as well. Salem Presbytery is looking at its structure and the reality of
financial and volunteer support as more and more churches have less and less resources to give. What type of
structure will the current reality support? It’s not always about the limits of resources... but where and how is

God working at this place and time. Yesterday’s systems may not help us with today’s ministry opportunities.

The Session will soon be having a retreat where I hope we will continue having the open conversations
we have been having about Parkway... where we are... where we might see God leading us... and what steps
might we need to take to get there that faithfully reflects both our current reality and our faith calling. I don’t
know how it used to be... whatever and whenever that image fills your mind of the past church glory days... but
today my experience is that the church is always in motion and in a state of flux. In our first year together, I
think we’ve moved in the right direction. I'm encouraged by our institutional health and the spirit I feel that is

inhabiting Parkway. God’s fingerprints are on this ministry.

Yours in Christ,

Dr. Thom

Parkway Presbyterian Church will hold a meeting of the Corporation
on Sunday, July 15th, during worship.




PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Congratulations to the seniors graduating this year! We would like to specifically congratulate
Sarah Burleson and Raleigh Morton!

The Coordinating Team would like all Presbyterian Women members and those interested to a
brunch on July 28" at 10:00 am in the Narthex. We will enjoy fellowship and have Lori Fees
from the Children’s Hope Alliance (which will be one of the projects for the 2018-2019 year) as
our guest. We hope you can come!

Please contact Summer Willer (336-775-7372) or Catherine Trawick (336-723-1597) if you are
interested in joining a circle or have any questions. We will be happy to help you find the right
circle!

Presbyterian Women Purpose

Forgiven and freed by God in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves:

to nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible study, to support
the missions of the church
worldwide, to work for justice
and peace, and to build an
inclusive caring community of
women that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and
witnesses to the promise of God’s
kingdom.




For the past many years, we have recorded every Sunday service,
and placed them on CDs in the Library, as well as posting them on
the Parkwaypres.com website. The original intention of creating
CDs was to have them available for shut-ins or those missing a
particular service to listen when they could.

We will continue to post each Sunday's service to

. We will no longer
create CDs of every service. However, if for some reason, you need
a copy of a particular Sunday, please call the church, and Debra
will contact a member of the Recording team to create a copy for
you. Any copies will be left for you in the church library.

Thanks,

The Recording Team
Bob Lohmeyer, Maher Gendy, Dan Coulter & Will Vickers

The Worship Committee wishes to give you an opportunity to provide flowers
for the worship service in memory of someone dear to you, in celebration of a
special event or in honor of someone you love and admire.

The current cost using George Walker Florist is $42.65. You may purchase
flowers on your own if you wish. Please email: or
call 336-765-5646 to see if the Sunday you wish to provide flowers is availa-
ble.


http://www.Parkwaypres.com/past-sermons
mailto:church@parkwaypres.com

Tuesdays at Two

Everyone is welcome to join us on the first Tuesday of each month at 2PM at the
Lewisville Library. We will read and discuss some good books.
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You do not need to be a member of Parkway to join us. For more information contact Hesta Anderson.

General Fund YTD-thru June 24, 2018
Budgeted $122,442.00
Received $131,228.31

Ahead/Behind (+/-)$+8,786.31
Mortgage Balance Thru June 2018

$125,408.08
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July & August— Pop up youth activities after July 9th. Check your emails and text messages!

Activities

We will start regular youth meetings again on September gt



The best foods to donate

» Fruit and vegetable

Low-sodium canned vegetables
Canned fruit in light or no syrup
100% vegetable or fruit juice <
Fruit cups in their own juice  [Toyarggs
Diced tomatoes

Spaghetti sauce

Raisins

» Grain

Whole-grain crackers
Whole-wheat pasta

Plain or low-sugar oatmeal
Low-sugar/high-fiber cereal
Whole-grain granola bars
Brownrice

Source: Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest N.C.
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» Protein

Canned salmon, chicken, turkey, or tuna
in water

Low-sodium bean soups
Dried or canned beans and peas
Turkey or vegetable chili

Natural peanut butter @ @
Low-fat cream soups @

Almond butter
Unsalted nuts
> Milk ST

Low-fat dry milk

2% evaporated milk

Shelf-stable 1% milk ot
Fat-free pudding

CASSANDRA SHERRILL/JOURNAL



